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I join with the University of Maryland com-

munity in expressing my sorrow in the loss of
a visionary leader and an admired human
being. May God bless those she left behind.
f

IN HONOR OF MONSIGNOR
MASAKOWSKI

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 19, 1999

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring a momentous occasion to the atten-
tion of my colleagues—the Centennial Cele-
bration of the St. John the Baptist Church in
Larksville, Pennsylvania. On Sunday, January
24, the community will gather to commemo-
rate this anniversary and I am pleased to have
been asked to participate. His Excellency, the
Most Reverend James C. Timlin, D.D. of the
Archdiocese of Scranton will celebrate a Mass
of Thanksgiving to begin the festivities.

The church was founded by a group of Pol-
ish immigrants, mostly peasant farmers from
Galicia, who settled in the Wyoming Valley to
work in the coal mines. Toward the end of
1898, a group who had been attending an-
other local church, decided to construct a Pol-
ish Roman Catholic Church in Larksville. They
formed a committee to meet with the Bishop
and obtained permission to begin construction.
A wooden frame church was completed in De-
cember 1898 with Reverend R.A. Nowicki as
Pastor. The church was officially dedicated in
February 1899.

A school and parish meeting hall were con-
structed soon after and the parish continued to
grow. On December 18, 1919 tragedy struck
the parish when fire destroyed the church,
school, and part of the rectory. The sturdy im-
migrant parish was not to be discouraged and
quickly began the task of rebuilding.

Under the leadership of Reverend Paul A.
Kopicki, construction of a new St. John the
Baptist Church began in May of 1920. On De-
cember 25, 1920, the new church was dedi-
cated at midnight mass.

The new church was reborn spiritually as
well, with Father Kopicki starting the parish
picnic, minstrel shows, and children’s talent
shows. A choir was formed under the leader-
ship of Benjamin Jachimowicz. By 1928, the
church had a new rectory and by 1935, a new
school was opened. The school, which was
run by Bernadine nuns, closed in 1959 due to
a shortage of teachers and lack of space.

Mr. Speaker, the list of priests who have
been spiritual leaders of St. John’s is lengthy.
On September 7, 1971, my good friend Father
John Masakowski became the twelfth pastor
of the church. Father John is from my home-
town of Nanticoke and brought years of expe-
rience and wisdom to St. John’s. Father
Masakowski reinstated the now-famous parish
picnic and renovated the interior of the church.
He reorganized the church societies and had
a grotto constructed to Our Lady of the Pines
in the church park. In 1990, Father John was
made Monsignor, much to the pride of his
faithful parishioners. This year, they will cele-
brate his Golden anniversary of ordination.

Mr. Speaker, I have enjoyed the parish pic-
nic at St. John’s many times over the years of
my tenure in Congress. Its parishioners are
decent, hardworking people, many of whom I

am proud to call friends. I am pleased to have
this opportunity to bring the history of this
proud and thriving parish to the attention of
my colleagues. The history of the church is a
testament to their dedication and persever-
ance. I congratulate Monsignor Masakowski
and the congregation on this momentous mile-
stone.
f
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, two years ago,
during the 105th Congress, I considered it a
duty to introduce private relief legislation on
behalf of 62 families who were air-lifted out of
Kuwait during Iraq’s invasion of that country.
These families were brought out of Kuwait in-
voluntarily, most without the opportunity to
bring private belongings or assets with them.
nearly all have children who are U.S. citizens.
As indicated by their having been cleared by
the INS and the FBI, the Persian Gulf Evacu-
ees [PGE’s] are shown to be professionals
who are gainfully employed, none of whom
have become wards of the States in which
they live, received welfare assistance, or oth-
erwise broken any U.S. laws while in the
United States.

Because of their actions in Kuwait at great
risk to themselves, to provide safe harbors of
Americans trapped that country during Sad-
dam Hussein’s attack, these Persian Gulf
evacuees deserve our utmost respect and
gratitude.

I urge my colleagues to take note of this pri-
vate relief bill, because the Persian Gulf evac-
uee families are scattered all over the United
States, and one or more families may live in
your Congressional District, and they need
your support to help get the bill out of commit-
tee and enacted into law.

President George Bush, in air-lifting them
out of Kuwait during those perilous days just
prior to U.S. Military intervention, did so to
protect their lives. He gave the evacuees five
years of ‘‘safe harbor’’ in the United States
during which time the evacuees made every
effort to adjust their status to that of perma-
nent immigrant. After President Bush left of-
fice, President Clinton extended their stay
here for an additional two years.

At the time of the air-lift, more than 2,000 in-
dividuals were involved; during the intervening
years, all but 62 individuals and families have
‘‘adjusted’’ their status and have gained per-
manent immigrant status in the United States
where, as I have said, they are self-supporting
and have brought no financial burden upon
the United States for their care and keeping.

These 62 remaining individuals and families
have not had their status adjusted in the inter-
vening years because many of them ran into
barriers between themselves and the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service [INS] that kept
appropriate interviews from being conducted
with the evacuees and further kept the FBI
from starting and completing necessary back-
ground checks on the evacuees to assure
they had committed no crimes while in the
United States.

Today, I have reintroduced a Private Relief
Bill naming 62 individuals and families who
are known as Persian Gulf evacuees [PGE’s]
and I urge my colleagues to join with me to
serve those evacuees who may live in your
Congressional District to ensure appropriate
action is taken this year to grant them perma-
nent immigrant status in the United States.
f
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Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
a true humanitarian and an outstanding mem-
ber of my hometown community of San Jose,
California.

Judge Marilyn Morgan has served on the
United States Bankruptcy Court with honor
and distinction for over ten years. To acknowl-
edge her exemplary service on the bench, as
well as her prior service as an attorney and
trustee, the consumer bankruptcy community
of Division 5 of the Northern District of Califor-
nia is honoring Judge Morgan with the Fresh
Start Award. This honor is given to those who
have provided outstanding leadership on
issues concerning the bankruptcy system and
those who strive to improve it. The Fresh Start
award also honors those who have worked
hard to maintain equity, integrity, fairness and
compassion in the system. Judge Morgan is a
shining example of the best in our judicial sys-
tem.

Judge Morgan demonstrated her commit-
ment to fairness and justice even before pur-
suing her career in the field of law by working
in the civil rights movement in Atlanta with
(now Congressman) John Lewis and others.

Prior to serving on the bench, Judge Mor-
gan practiced law in San Jose, and was al-
ways mindful of the needs of our community.
She provided pro-bono legal assistance to un-
derserved members of our community and
served as secretary of the Pro-Bono Project.
Judge Morgan represented both debtors and
creditors in chapter 7 and chapter 13 cases.
She also found time to serve as a Chapter 7
trustee, and in that capacity was a founder
and officer of the National Association of
Bankruptcy Trustees (NABT).

As an expert on bankruptcy law, Judge Mor-
gan has participated as a panelist or modera-
tor at seminars conducted by groups such as
the Norton Institute, the American Law Insti-
tute-American Bar Association, and the Na-
tional Association of Consumer Bankruptcy At-
torneys. She also served as a panelist before
the National Bankruptcy Review Commission
as it studied the need for bankruptcy reform.

While practicing law, Marilyn Morgan partici-
pated in the activities of several professional
associations, serving as President and Treas-
urer of the Santa Clara County Bar Associa-
tion and as a trustee of the Santa Clara Coun-
ty Law Related Education Committee, to name
a few. She is an active member of the Na-
tional Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. In
addition, she has been an officer or director of
many community organizations in San Jose,
including the Rotary Club of San Jose, the
American Red Cross and the Downtown
YMCA.
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